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We must come to the sensible and satisfying conclusion, which
will be emphasized when we study the evolution of the Swiss Republic,
that "time and goodwill" are more important ingredients for making
a contented and prosperous nation than race, language, or religion!
THE EVOLUTION OF THE GERMAN NATION: THE ENVIRONMENT
As the result of the various aggressions in recent years Germany
controls a solid block of German-speakers, as well as many other alien
peoples in central Europe (sec Fig. 50). In the large chart (appearing
as Fig. 49) the structure of central Europe is shown in the form of a
mantle-map. At first glance the Reich is seen to consist of two nearly
equal parts, a northern plain and the hilly and mountainous country
to the south. But the latter large region must be divided into four
further areas, which arc readily distinguished in the mantle-map (Fig.
49) owing to the differences in their build.
From the point of view of structure, the most stable portions of the
Reich are situated near the central line running from west to east.
They comprise the relic stumps already mentioned. These represent the
mighty range of mountains of Permian times, about 150 million years
ago. After that date they were worn down to undulating rocky
plains (peneplains) near sea level. As a result of the Alpine Storm they
have been rc-clcvated en masse to varying heights. These relics are
labelled 1 in the mantle-map (Fig. 49)* The Ardennes, Taunus,
Vosgcs, and Black Forest, are relics near the Rhine. The Harz, Ore
and Sudeten Mountains are near the Elbe; while Lysa Gora is a
similar relic in JPoland.
The coal of Germany consists of both the "black" and the "brown"
varieties. The former is the more valuable, and its situation just at the
top of the relic stumps has been explained before. Thus we find the
Ruhr and the Saar on the flanks of the Ardennes, the Saxon and
Bohemian coalfields on each side of the Ore Mountains, and the
famous Silcsian coal just to the east of the Sudetens. The brown coal
is widely spread among the younger formations, especially to the east
of the Harz Hoist.8
We may now consider the younger elements of the build. The
major crustal folds in central Europe have produced the Alps, which
appear at the foot of Fig, 49. The complicated folds are somewhat
aA Jborsfr is an up-thrust block of the earth's crust.